Department Chair Meeting Minutes
College of Arts and Sciences
February 14, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. on Tuesday, February 14, 2012.  Dr. Vagn K. Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided.  Department Chairs present:  Ms. Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, Dr. Gregory Pitts, Dr. Phil Bridgmon, Dr. Larry Adams, Dr. Robert Garfrerick, Dr. Craig Christy, Dr. Bill Strong, Dr. Christopher Maynard, Dr. David Muse, LTC Michael Snyder, Dr. David McCullough, Dr. Brenda Webb, Dr. Richard Hudiburg, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Craig Robertson.  Debbie Tubbs took the minutes.  

Point of reference:  curriculum proposals from this meeting forward will be made in the 2013-2014 Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs.

1. Approval of Minutes from January 31, 2012.  The minutes were approved by consensus.

2. Curriculum Proposals from the Department of History and Political Science.  Dr. Maynard made a motion to change the title and course description of HI 348 and HI 349 and the motion was seconded.  [HI 348 from East Asia to 1300  to Asian Civilizations to 1600 and HI 349 from East Asia since 1330 to Asian Civilizations since 1600.   The proposal was opened for discussion and the motion was unanimously adopted.

Dr. Maynard made a motion to propose two new undergraduate and two new graduate coursess, HI 442 (3) History of Samurai with cross listed HI 542 (3) History of Samurai and HI 443 (3) History of Geisha and Asian Women Through Film with cross listed HI 543 (3) History of Geisha and Asian Women Through Film.  The motion was discussed and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Hansen expressed concern about courses offered on sufficient demand and there was discussion from various department chairs stating reasons and support for offering courses on sufficient demand.  Dr. Hansen stated that he would like to further discuss this topic at a later date.

3. Curriculum Proposals from the Department of Art.  Ms. Chen made a motion to change the title, description, and prerequisite for AR 493 and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.  [AR 493 from Senior Exhibition to Professional Practices in Art]

Ms. Chen made a motion to add a new course, AR 270 (3) Perspectives in Asian Art and the motion was seconded.  During discussion, it was suggested that the summer offering be removed from the catalog description and “offered on sufficient demand” would allow the course to be offered in the summer if there are sufficient numbers of interested students.  The motion was unanimously adopted.

4. Curriculum Proposal from the Department of Foreign Languages.  Dr. Christy made a motion to add a new minor in Asian Studies and the motion was seconded.  During discussion Dr. Christy stated that this minor was piece in the puzzle in attracting the Confucius Institute to our campus.  There were questions regarding additional foreign languages but Dr. Christy did not want to make the minor unattractive to students by focusing too heavily on the foreign language aspect.  There was a question about a capstone course or project so the students would have a tangible asset from this course and again, Dr. Christy stated that that is usually not a requirement for a minor.  The motion was unanimously adopted.  

5. Curriculum Proposal from the Department of English.  Dr. Adams made a motion to add a new graduate course, EN 564 (3) The Contemporary American Novel and the motion was seconded.  During discussion, Dr. Adams stated that EN 464 is already offered at the undergraduate level and that want to cross list it so it may be offered at the graduate level.  There was a question regarding the course description referencing 1950 while the title states refers to contemporary and Dr. Adams explained that the MLA definition of contemporary begins with 1950. The motion was unanimously adopted.

6. Curriculum Proposal from the Department of Chemistry and Industrial Hygiene.  Dr. Olive made a motion to increase all course fees in his department from $30 to $50 and the motion was seconded.  During discussion Dr. Olive discussed the justification and cost versus revenue comparison for chemistry and industrial hygiene supplies and said at this new rate, the department might break even on supplies but this would not include small equipment and they can’t afford large equipment.  The motion was unanimously adopted.

7. Report from COAD on January 30 and February 13.  Dr. Hansen report on the following COAD items from January 30:
-He reported that COAD is discussing the differences between regular course evaluations and online course evaluations. Dr. Hansen asked for email suggestions to be sent to him in the next couple of days, especially from faculty teaching online courses. [Comments from department chairs included the evaluation should be the same regardless of the delivery method and the evaluation itself should be reexamined as to whether the instrument is informational and consumer satisfaction based or whether it is a validated instrument of evaluation.  There was concern expressed that some of the questions asked are not appropriate for students to be able to answer.  Dr. Hansen suggested concerned faculty talk with their Faculty Senators and send to the Shared Governance Executive Committee.]
-COAD, by consensus, agreed that adjunct faculty should be able to take advantage of tuition remission during any semester of the academic year in which they are employed to teach.  The proposal will be submitted to the Shared Governance Executive Committee.
-COAD clarified the 5-Student Limit on Independent Study Payment and deans are allowed to make exceptions to the five-student limit with the interests of the college and its students require that the faculty member supervise a larger number.

With time running out, Dr. Hansen deferred reporting on COAD from February 13 until the next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.
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